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Abstract

This study seeks to benefit from contemporary epistemological

achievements in examining the phonetics of the Arabic linguistic heritage,
which carried epistemological problems that prevented its full alignment
with global linguistic research. As a result, it appeared closer to the
particularity of the Arab-Muslim identity than to language as a universal
science.
The research problem lies in the non-linguistic foundations upon which
early theorizing of language was based. The multiplicity of terms in
traditional phonetics—such as al-aswat al-furu “ (secondary sounds), lahja
(dialect), qira’a Qur aniyya (Qur’anic reading), al-ibdal al-sama 1 (auditory
substitution), lahn (solecism), and lakna (accent)—focused on phenomena
that were essentially non-linguistic. This necessitates an epistemological
inquiry to deconstruct the problem and build an approach closer to the reality
of modern linguistic research.

The aim of the study is to answer the critical questions raised by
epistemology when examining the phonetics of the heritage, in order to
reveal the extent to which the old concept can be subsumed under linguistic
principles. The research also seeks to establish a comprehensive linguistic
culture that renders the study of Arabic a model applicable to modern
linguistics, contributes to facilitating linguistic knowledge and reducing
terminological multiplicity, and finally, identifies the non-linguistic
factors—such as civilizational and cultural conditions—that shifted
linguistics away from its highly objective scientific role.

Keywords: Phonetics, Heritage, Linguistics, Epistemolo
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