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ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD
Dr. Mehmet ULUSOY
Turkish Language and Literature Association
Qizil / Ankara/ Turkiye
mehmetulusoy900@gmail.com
Abstract:

In modern scholarship, the term Islamic arts refers to a range of artistic

practices and productions that emerged and developed in the lands of the
Islamic world from the advent of Islam to the modern era. This definition is
not confined solely to works produced for the service of Muslims or
exclusively by Muslim hands; it also encompasses creative works that arose
within the Islamic civilizational milieu and were influenced by its symbolic
and spiritual dimensions, making these arts an integral component of the
cultural heritage of Islamic civilization.
Islamic architecture is characterized by an aesthetic tendency toward
imagination and innovation—an inclination that manifested clearly
throughout the various eras of Islamic civilization. In the early stages of
Islam’s spread, major religious centers such as Mecca and Medina were
modest in their architectural development, both in the pre-Islamic period and
during the first decades following Islam’s emergence. As the sphere of
Islamic conquests expanded, greater attention was devoted to large-scale
architectural projects, leading to the construction of mosques, madrasas,
palaces, bridges, caravanserais, and mausoleums in diverse architectural
styles influenced by the prevailing traditions of the newly incorporated
regions.

With the geographical expansion of the Islamic caliphate state in the
history and the founding of new cities, Muslim architects began designing
mosques with distinctive and original layouts that met both ritual
requirements and communal functions within an integrated aesthetic and
architectural framework. Mosque architecture varied according to
differences in climate, as well as cultural and ethnic traditions across various
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regions, giving rise to distinct architectural schools within the Islamic
cultural sphere. This study offers a concise survey and analysis of the
multiple styles, forms, and artistic expressions in Islamic architecture,
highlighting the aesthetic and structural features that have distinguished
them across the ages.

keywords: Aesthetic values, Islamic architecture, aesthetic of Islamic

architecture, Islamic arts.
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