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(The role of metaphor in generating emotional meaning: An analytical
approach to the poetry of Jassim Al-Khalidi)
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Abstract:

This research provides an in-depth analytical study of the role of
metaphor in generating emotional meaning in modern Arabic poetry«
through an applied approach to the poetry of Jassim Al-Khalidi. The study
begins by tracing the concept of metaphor in the Arabic rhetorical tradition«
emphasizing that it is not merely a decorative tool< but a cognitive and
emotional mechanism that contributes to shaping meaning and producing
affective connotations. Metaphor transfers words from their literal domain to
a figurative one rich with emotions and ideas« allowing the poet to express
psychological and emotional states in an evocative and condensed manner«
By analyzing selected texts from Al-Khalidi’s collections¢ the research
demonstrates how metaphor transforms abstract meanings into impactful
sensory images and contributes to embodying human emotions such as love«
hatred« pain< and alienation. The study also addresses different types of
metaphors (explicit and implicit) and their role in constructing poetic
imagery that reflects the poet’s worldview and emotional experiences¢ The
research concludes that metaphor in Al-Khalidi’s poetry is not merely a
linguistic device« but a fundamental pillar in building modern poetic
discourse« enabling the poet to convey personal and collective experiences in
an artistic manner that touches the recipient’s emotions and evokes deep
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emotional responses. The study also highlights the cognitive and
philosophical dimensions of metaphor< which make it a vital tool in shaping
human consciousness and offering new perspectives on reality.

Keywords: Metaphor, human emotional meanings, modern Arabic poetry,
poetic approaches, Jassim Hussein Al-Khalidi.
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