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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the transformations of the feminist self from the
margins to the center in Layla Baalbaki's novel "I Live," through a critical
approach that combines narrative analysis and cultural reading. The study
starts from the premise that the novel does not present an isolated individual
experience, but rather reveals a gradual path of reconstructing the feminist
self within a social and cultural structure that reproduces marginalization
through indirect symbolic mechanisms. The study adopted an analytical-
interpretive approach, based on deconstructing the concepts of margin and
center in the narrative discourse, and then tracing their representations within
the novelistic text. The study showed that the transformation in the novel is
not achieved through a direct clash with society, but rather through an
internal path based on awareness and redefining the social role. It also
showed that the adoption of the first-person pronoun gives the protagonist
the power of interpretation and makes the narrative itself a tool for centering
the self. Thus, the novel transcends the limits of the individual story,
presenting a model of symbolic transformation that reflects transformations
that expand the representation of women within the contemporary Arabic
novel

Keywords: Margin, Center, Feminist Self, Narrative, Consciousness, Action,
Narrative Voice.
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