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The Tsarist Secret Police (Okhrana) and its Role in Protecting the
Russian Imperial Regime
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nazartaher1980@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research examines the origins and development of the Okhrana
apparatus as the main security tool for protecting the Tsarist regime in the
Russian Empire during the period (1881-1917). It demonstrates its role in
confronting and suppressing revolutionary movements and internal and
external secret organizations, and its intelligence methods for protecting the
Tsarist regime, especially in the late nineteenth century after the
assassination of Tsar Alexander Il in 1881 and the beginning of the
twentieth century. The research shows the impact of the apparatus on the
relationship between the state and society and its role in maintaining
political and security stability in the country. The research concludes that
despite the development of its security tools, the Okhrana apparatus failed to
prevent the final collapse of the Tsarist regime due to the depth of the
political, social and economic crises. Its methods contributed to deepening
those crises that ended with the fall of the Russian Empire in 1917. The
research proves that repression alone is not enough to confront structural
crises.

Keywords: Okhrana apparatus, Russian Empire, Tsarist regime,
revolutionary movements, police.
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