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Abstract

Industry is one of the key pillars of economic and regional
development «as it contributes to the diversification of the production
base; industry <its products and the smoke emissions they generate are
among the most significant sources of both long-standing and more
recent pollutants <as well as the residues left behind by industrial
processes and the direct environmental pollutants associated with the
nature of the product. The industries in Wasit Governorate are
polluting industries (oil industries and electricity generation) «with oil
fields forming the backbone of their structure and producing dangerous
chemical emissions and pollutants from the Al-Ahdab and Badra fields.
as well as the Al-Zubaidiyah thermal power station and its emissions «
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which pollute the surrounding soil and the Tigris River «in addition to
the brick industry <oxidised asphalt plants <and other manufacturing
industries and their waste. The construction and petrochemical
industries «in particular <contribute to air <soil and water pollution. Air
pollution manifests itself in the spread of toxic gases and suspended
particulates <which cause serious respiratory diseases and adversely
affect flora <fauna and the ecological balance. Soil pollution leads to a
decline in soil fertility and the conversion of vast agricultural areas into
degraded land «whilst water pollution threatens surface and
groundwater resources and affects human health and agricultural
activities. Industrial waste is classified as one of the most hazardous
types of solid waste «due to its high content of toxic chemicals.
Compounding this environmental problem is the practice of some
factories of disposing of their waste by discharging it directly into water
bodies <laden with harmful compounds including oil residues «dyes «
sulphates «chlorine gas <alkaline substances and others.

The harmful effects of industrial pollution have a direct impact on
human health and quality of life <as well as negatively affecting the
entire ecosystem <thereby threatening the sustainability of water
resources and undermining the balance of the natural and social
environment.

Keywords: industry «<pollution <oil <electricity <«environment
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