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The Paratextual Threshold in the Poetry of Slave Women in the Early
Islamic Period

Dr. Hadeel Thamer Ibrahim
Tikrit University — College of Education for Women — Department of
Arabic Language
Hadeel.thamer@tu.edu.iq

Abstract:

This study examines the paratextual threshold in the poetry of slave women
during the early Islamic period as a semantic entry point that contributes to
guiding the interpretation of the text and revealing its emotional structure
from the moment of its opening. The research focuses on analyzing the most
prominent patterns of textual thresholds employed by female poets, such as
vocative expressions, wishful constructions, interrogatives, and imaginative
openings, as artistic devices that facilitate entry into the emotional
experience and shape the horizon of reception.

The study adopts an analytical approach based on selected poetic samples
drawn from classical literary sources, including Kitab al-Aghani and Al-‘Igd
al-Farid, in order to uncover how these thresholds are utilized to express
themes of love, longing, and lament within a shifting social and cultural
context.

The findings reveal that the paratextual threshold performs a dual aesthetic
and semantic function: it attracts the reader’s attention and engages them
emotionally, while simultaneously acting as an interpretive key that unveils
the depth of the slave woman’s emotional experience and highlights her
presence in shaping poetic discourse during that period. The study further
confirms that analyzing textual thresholds opens broader perspectives for
understanding the internal structure of women’s poetic texts in the Arabic
literary heritage.
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Keywords: Paratextual Threshold, Slave Women’s Poetry, Early Islam,
Feminine Poetic Discourse, Semantic Analysis.
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