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The Qahtabah Agreement of 1977 and Its Impact on the Course of
Yemeni Unity
Dr. Linda Reda Attia Emirate
Wasit University/College Of Education For Human Scienes/Department
Of History
Lattia@uowasit.edu.iq

Summary

The Qataba Agreement of 1977 represented one of the most significant
efforts to bridge the political divide between North and South Yemen during
a period marked by ideological tension and recurrent conflict. The agreement
aimed to strengthen formal channels of dialogue, coordinate policies
between the two governments, and promote economic and administrative
cooperation, thereby creating a more stable environment for potential future
steps toward unification.

The study examines the historical and political context that led to the signing
of the agreement, including the nature of inter-Yemeni relations at the time
and the regional and international pressures that encouraged both parties to
pursue de-escalation. It also highlights the positions of local, regional, and
international actors, and the extent to which their agendas shaped the
prospects of the agreement’s success.

Despite the positive signals that accompanied its signing, the implementation
of the Qataba Agreement soon encountered major obstacles resulting from
internal instability and leadership volatility in both states. The assassination
of President Ibrahim al-Hamdi in the north and the elimination of his
southern counterpart, Salim Rubai Ali, undermined the political foundations
of the agreement and brought the unification efforts of that period to an
abrupt halt.

The study concludes that, although the Qataba Agreement constituted a
promising step toward rapprochement, structural internal challenges and
external influences ultimately prevented it from evolving into an effective
unification project.
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