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The effect of the strategy of searching for the other half on the
achievement of social studies among first-year middle school students
and the development of their systematic thinking.
Dr. Zaidoun Khanfar Manati
Ministry of Education. Directorate of Education in the Holy City of Karbala.
zaidon450@gmail.com

Abstract:

The current research aims to identify (“the effect of the strategy of
searching for the other half on the achievement of the social studies subject
among first-year middle school students and the development of their
systematic thinking”). To achieve this, the researcher followed the
experimental design with partial control, which is the design of the
experimental group and the control group with two post-tests and systematic
thinking. The research sample consisted of first-year middle school students
in one of the government secondary and middle day schools for boys
affiliated with the General Directorate of Education in the holy Karbala
Governorate for the academic year (2025-2026). The research sample
consisted of (68) students, with (34) students for the experimental group who
studied according to the search strategy for the other half and (34) students
for the control group who studied in the traditional way. The researcher
rewarded the two research groups in variables (“the students’ chronological
age calculated in months, intelligence test, systematic thinking test, prior
knowledge test”). The researcher relied on two tools to measure the research
variables, one to measure achievement and the other to measure systematic
thinking. Their validity, reliability, and psychometric properties were
verified. The researcher used the Statistical Package for Social Sciences
(SPSS) program to process the data statistically, and the research results
showed that the students of the experimental group outperformed the control
group in the post-achievement test and the systematic thinking test.
Keywords: strategy Search for the other half strategy, Socialstudies
achievement, systematic thinking.
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