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Abstract:

Narrative is considered one of the most important foundations upon
which literary arts are built, particularly in the field of fiction and the novel.
It represents the tool through which events are conveyed, the imagined world
Is constructed, and human experiences are shaped within an organized
linguistic framework. The narrative structure in the novel La Lash by Samir
Abbas emerges as a cohesive artistic construction based on the interaction of
several fundamental narrative techniques, foremost among them the narrator,
time, place, and characters. These elements integrate to form a rich narrative
texture that reflects the depth of the human experience addressed by the
novel. At the level of the narrator, the writer does not adhere to a single
narrative mode; rather, he employs a flexible narrator who shifts between the
third-person and first-person perspectives, granting the narrative vitality and
multiplicity of viewpoints. In some passages, the narrator appears
omniscient, encompassing the characters’ thoughts and inner worlds, while
in others, he draws so close to a character that he nearly merges with them,
transforming the narration into a form of inner confession or psychological
monologue. As for narrative time, it is one of the most prominent
components of the novel’s structure, characterized by fragmentation and
non-linearity. The writer does not follow a traditional chronological
sequence but instead relies on techniques such as foreshadowing, flashbacks,
and temporal shifts, which break the monotony of narration and lend it a
dynamic quality. Regarding place, the novel does not present a fixed or
neutral spatial setting; rather, it employs space as both a semantic and
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psychological element. Places take on symbolic dimensions and reflect the
internal states of the characters: a confined space may express anxiety and
suffocation, while an open space may reflect moments of contemplation and
relief. Movement between places also contributes to the development of
events and mirrors the transformations experienced by the characters,
making space an active component of the narrative structure rather than
merely a backdrop. The characters themselves are marked by depth and
complexity. The author carefully constructs them with psychological
precision, revealing their contradictions and inner conflicts. They are neither
stereotypical nor flat; instead, they evolve throughout the course of the novel
and are influenced by time, place, and surrounding circumstances. The
multiplicity of characters is paralleled by a multiplicity of perspectives,
which enhances the relativity of truth within the text and presents the reader
with an intricate network of relationships that requires interpretation and
analysis.

Keywords: Iragi Lalish ,narrative , structure , time , place , characters .
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