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The Ambiguous Narrator in the Novel Anthem of the Good Man

Assist. Prof. Dr. Marwa Yas Shemal

University of Wasit / College of Education for Human Sciences /
Department of Arabic Language

Abstract

This study examines the technique of the ambiguous narrator in The
Anthem of the Good Man by the Jordanian novelist Qasim Tawfig,
considering it one of the modern narrative techniques that has contributed to
reshaping the relationship between the narrator, the text, and the reader,
while moving beyond the authority of the omniscient narrator toward more
complex and interpretively open narrative forms. The study aims to
investigate the nature of the ambiguous narrator and its artistic and semantic
functions, as well as its role in constructing characters, events, and meaning
within the novel. It also seeks to trace the narrator’s contribution to directing
the narrative perspective and generating the implicit meanings embedded in
the text.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach in-examining the
novelistic text, focusing on the narrative mechanisms employed by the
author in constructing his fictional world. The study reveals that the novel is
based on a multiplicity of voices, shifting pronouns, and overlapping levels
of consciousness, which place the narrator in a fluctuating position between
participation and observation, as well as between knowledge and
uncertainty. This narrative ambiguity contributes to the creation of a
productive semantic complexity. The analysis further demonstrates that
Masoud Al-Sanea functions as the central narrative focus through which
events and perspectives converge, while other characters expand the
horizons of interpretation and highlight the complexity and contradictions of
human experience.
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The findings indicate that the ambiguous narrator is not merely a
medium for conveying events but an active instrument in generating
meaning. Through presenting characters and settings in an incomplete
manner, the narrator leaves significant interpretive gaps that encourage
readers to participate in constructing meaning and uncovering narrative
truths. Moreover, the novel presents profound political, social, and
psychological dimensions that reflect the crisis of the Arab individual in
confronting authority, alienation, memory, and destiny, while also revealing
the impact of intellectual and social transformations on the consciousness
and attitudes of the characters. The study concludes that the ambiguous
narrator constitutes one of the most prominent aesthetic and intellectual
features of the novel, enriching its narrative and semantic structure and
endowing it with broad interpretive potential, thereby enhancing reader
engagement and making the reader an active participant in the production of
meaning and the understanding of its multiple dimensions.
Keywords: Ambiguous Narrator, Narrative Structure, Polyphony, Meaning,
The Anthem of the Good Man.
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