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Sophistry in Rhetorical Discourse: Mohammed Mashbal as a Model
— Towards an Argumentative Approach to an Ancient Political Text
(The Correspondence between Al-Hasan ibn Ali and Muawiya ibn Abi
Sufyan)

Prof. Dr. Faleh Abdullah Shalahi
University of Wasit/College of Basic Education/Department of Arabic Language

fshlahi@uowasit.edu.ig

Abstract

This study seeks to challenge and destabilize established perceptions that
have been reinforced by the laws of intellectual and epistemological
hegemony. These perceptions, through the power and authority they have
acquired, have managed to dominate various spheres over an extended
period of time.

This has led to the growth and construction of the “self” (ego) in a
distorted manner, to the extent that it no longer recognizes the “other,”
resulting in its exclusion through interpretations and readings that carry
intentional and ideological dimensions. Undoubtedly, these readings rely on
implicit and unannounced assumptions.

Accordingly, this study aims to deconstruct such hegemonic dominance
by uncovering the strategies and methods through which it operates.
Confrontation and critical exposure are thus adopted as a means to reveal the
underlying structures of these constructed readings, which are driven by
specific ideological frameworks.

In response, an alternative reading is proposed—one that presents itself
as a participatory approach contributing to the construction of both
individual and collective awareness that has long been suppressed.
Nevertheless, this alternative does not claim absolute stability or finality;
rather, it positions itself as a dynamic and active contributor to the
production of awareness from a different perspective.
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