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Abstract

This research aims to examine the critical commentaries of Al-Jalis al-
Nahwi Al-Dinawari on the opinions of grammarians in his book Thimar al-
Sina‘ah fi ‘Ilm al-‘Arabiyyah. It seeks to discuss these commentaries in
terms of acceptance, rejection, and preference, and to clarify his method in
presenting grammatical disagreement and evaluating its issues. The study
proceeds from the premise that these commentaries represent an important
aspect of Al-Dinawari’s scholarly personality; he was not merely a
transmitter of grammatical disagreement, but rather a scholar who examined
evidence, compared grammatical justifications, and gave preference to what
he considered closer to the principles of Arabic, its analogy, and its usage.
The research adopts the descriptive-analytical method by collecting the
instances of commentary in Al-Dinawari’s work, classifying them into
grammatical sections, and then studying each issue in light of the
grammarians’ opinions, analyzing Al-Dinawari’s position, and identifying
the foundations upon which he based his acceptance or rejection.

The study has shown that Al-Dinawari, in many instances, tended toward
the Basran school; however, this tendency was not based on absolute
imitation. He disagreed with some Basran grammarians and frequently
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refuted Kufan opinions when he found their justifications weak or distant
from the requirements of grammatical analysis. It also became clear that his
commentaries covered particles and letters, verbs and governing elements,
nouns and derivatives, and that they were characterized by variety and
precision in judgment, especially in cases where he detected weakness in
reasoning or inconsistency in the interpretation of evidence. The study
further revealed that his criteria were based on consideration of analogy,
meaning, usage, structural soundness, and reliance on textual evidence. The
research concludes that Al-Dinawari’s commentaries reveal a clear critical
method in dealing with grammatical disagreement and highlight the value of
Thimar al-Sina‘ah as an important source for studying objection,
rectification, and preference among grammarians. This adds to grammatical
studies a scholarly material suitable for analysis and evaluation, and opens
the way for further studies on his role in the development of ancient Arabic
grammatical criticism.

Keywords: Grammatical Commentaries, Al-Jalis al-Nahwi, Thimar al-
Sina‘ah.
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