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“Policies of Forced Displacement and Resettlement and Their Impact on
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Abstract

This study, entitled “Forced Displacement and Resettlement Policies and
Their Impact on the Demographic Structure of Cairo during the Reign of
Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi (567-589 AH / 1172-1193 CE)”, examines the
policies of forced displacement and resettlement pursued by the Ayyubid
authority in Cairo under Salah al-Din al-Ayyiibi. It aims to analyze the
extent to which these policies contributed to reshaping the city’s
demographic structure .

The collapse of the Fatimid Caliphate and the establishment of Ayyubid rule
constituted a profound political and sectarian transformation, which was
directly reflected in Cairo’s social and demographic composition. This study
Is based on an analytical reading of historical sources and contemporary
documents relevant to the subject .

These policies involved the forced displacement of groups opposed to
Ayyubid rule from various districts of Cairo and their resettlement in other
Egyptian cities, in a manner that served the state’s objectives of securing
major urban centers and consolidating its political authority. At the same
time, these measures contributed to diversifying the demographic structure
and producing a new social composition that combined indigenous
populations with newly arrived groups. This led to significant demographic
transformations, including the expansion of new quarters, the reorganization
of older districts, and shifts in the distribution of occupations and services
within the city. Moreover, these policies had notable social and cultural
repercussions, influencing customs, traditions, and patterns of everyday life .
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The study concludes that forced displacement and resettlement constituted a
deliberate strategy aimed at consolidating the foundations of the emerging
Ayyubid regime and reconfiguring demographic and sectarian balances in
accordance with its ideological orientation. This, in turn, contributed to
marked transformations in Cairo’s social and urban structure and paved the
way for a new phase in its urban and political development .

Keywords: Forced Displacement , Forced Migration , Resettlement,
Demographic Structure
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