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This research explores the ancient Iranian pastoral and agricultural
economy by examining Avestan texts and Pahlavi commentaries,
highlighting the transition from nomadic pastoralism to sedentary production
that founded major empires. The study addresses the knowledge gap limiting
ancient texts to mystical contexts, revealing a comprehensive economic
system governed by the principle of Asha (Cosmic Order). It emphasizes the
sacredness of cattle (Geush Urvan) and the role of the Amesha Spentas in
protecting production elements. Furthermore, the research analyzes
innovative irrigation techniques like Kareez, viewed as a spiritual duty for
land development. It also reviews strict economic and environmental
legislations, including animal rights (dogs and cattle) and a productive penal
system that transformed penance into-environmental investment, alongside
the eradication of Khrafstars (harmful creatures) to enhance prosperity. The
study concludes that the Mazdayasnian economy was an ethical economy
merging material profit with spiritual purity.

Keywords: Avesta, pastoral economy, agricultural economy, Zoroaster,
Zoroastrianism
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