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The judiciary under the rule of the Qalawun dynasty (678-784 AH /
1279-1382 AD)
M.D. Iman Farhan Kazem

Wasit University / College of Education for Human Sciences
ekazem@uowasit .eduiq
Abstract:

The research material was devoted to explaining the status of the position of
Chief Justice in a specific period of time« which is the rule of the Qalawun
family« starting with Al-Mansur Qalawun and his sons after him. The study
came to clarify the emergence of the position and a brief mention of the
historical background of its existence and its creation< pointing to its
importance in religious and political lifec and mentioning the tasks assigned
to it from public issues. Despite the corruption that was rampant in the joints
of the Mamluk administrative structure< we found that the position of Chief
Justice was at a degree of integrity and neutrality far from the whims of the
Sultan and the desires of senior statesmen. We mentioned a number of the
most famous Chief Justices who were an example of the strength of the
judicial personality and the rejection of injustice and deviation for more than
a hundred years¢ so that some of them sometimes when they see in
themselves the inability to express or reject an unfair decision« we see them
isolate themselves as an expression of their rejection. We found that the
Chief Justice was respected by the ruling authorities and the general public:
as he was the second person after the Sultan in terms of administrative
status. It is appointed exclusively by the Sultan< and is the highest position in
the judicial institution. It also has religious and spiritual influence on
everyone.
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Conclusion

the most « we reached several important results< At the end of the study
important of which are: - « The position of Chief Justice was not known
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nor in the «during the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
it was « nor in the Umayyad era. Rather<era of the Rightly Guided Caliphate
created in the early Abbasid era due to the need for a higher judicial
authority to regulate judicial affairs. « The position developed gradually
which initially consisted of one Chief Justice <through the Mamluk era
each <representing the four main schools of thought in the country. Then
school had its own Chief Justice. * The study focused on explaining the
status of the position of Chief Justice during the reign of the Qalawun
and how it formed a fundamental component of the administrative «dynasty
structure and occupied a prominent position in terms of its influence on
religious and political affairs. « The Chief Justice was not merely a state
often opposing « but rather enjoyed supreme independent authority<employee
the Sultan's desires that conflicted with Sharia law. * The Chief Justice was
making him the second highest authority <appointed directly by the Sultan
the most <after the Sultan. « The Chief Justice was entrusted with many tasks
important of which was supervising the judges who represented deputies
and <implementing Sharia law distributed among the prosecution offices
and political cases. He even had a role in « public<ruling on all religious
military affairs. « The Chief Justice had his own uniform and a designated
which was the mosque. He was also permitted to issue fatwas in his <place
or at the site of disputes. * He received a high monthly ¢ in the marketschome
salary compared to other state administrative positions. * The study revealed
a number of Chief Justices who applied justice and righteousness and did not
submit to the desires of state officials or even the Sultan himself. They

.performed their roles with complete integrity and independence
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* £Tadhkirat al-Nabih fi Ayyam al-Mansur wa Banih*« The Egyptian General Book
Organization« (Cairo — n.d.(.

** *Al-Hamawi« Shihab al-Din Abu ‘Abd Allah Yaqut ibn ‘Abd Allah** (d. 626 AH /
1228 AD.(

* ,®Mu‘jam al-Buldan*« Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-*Arabi« (Beirut — 1979.(
** *lbn Khaldun« ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad** (d. 808 AH / 1405 AD.(

* 1Al-‘Ibar wa Diwan al-Mubtada’ wa al-Khabar wa Dhikr Ayyam al-‘Arab wa al-
‘Ajam wa al-Barbar wa Man ‘Asarahum min Dhawi al-Sultan al-Akbar*« 4th ed.« Dar
Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi¢« (Beirut — n.d.(.

+% % Al-Hanbali« Abu al-Falah ‘Abd al-Hayy ibn al-Imad** (d. 1089 AH / 1678 AD.(

* .YShadharat al-Dhahab fi Akhbar man Dhahab*« Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi« (Beirut
—n.d.(.

** *Al-Dhahabi< Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi** (d.
748 AH /1347 AD.(

* ASiyar A‘lam al-Nubala’*« ed. Husayn al-Asad and Shu‘ayb al-Arna’ut« (Beirut —
1993.(

* ATadhkirat al-Huffaz*« Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-* Arabi« (Beirut — n.d.(.

** *Al-Dimashgi¢ ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ahmad al-Hanbali al-Baghdadi** (d. 795 AH /
1392 AD.(

* .Y +Al-Dhayl ‘ala Tabaqat al-Hanabila*« Dar al-Ma‘rifa¢ (Beirut — n.d.(.

** *Al-Damiri< Kamal al-Din Muhammad ibn Musa** (d. 808 AH / 1405 AD.(

* .Y YHayat al-Hayawan al-Kubra*« Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya« (Beirut — 1424 AH.(
** *Al-Subki¢ ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Ali al-Subki** (d. 771 AH / 1369 AD.(

* Y YTabagat al-Shafi‘iyya al-Kubra*« ed. Mahmud Muhammad al-Tanahi and ‘Abd al-
Fattah Muhammad al-Hilu¢ Dar Thya’ al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyya« (n.d.(.

** *Al-Sakhawi« Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sakhawi** (d. 902
AH /1496 AD.(
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* YYAI-Daw’ al-Lami‘ li-Ahl al-Qarn al-Tasi‘*« Dar al-Jil¢ (Beirut — 1992.(

** *Al-Suyuti« Jalal al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman** (d. 911 AH / 1505 AD.(

* .Y ¢Husn al-Muhadara fi Tarikh Misr wa al-Qahira*« ed. Muhammad Abu al-Fadl
Ibrahim« 1st ed.< Dar Ihya’ al-Maktaba al-‘ Arabiyya« (1967.(

** *Al-Shafi‘i« Muhammad ibn ‘Ali al-Husayni al-Dimashqi** (d. 765 AH / 1363 AD.(
* .YoDhayl Tadhkirat al-Huffaz*« Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi¢« (Beirut — n.d.(.
** *Al-Safadi« Salah al-Din Khalil ibn Aybak al-Safadi** (d. 764 AH / 1362 AD.(

* Y1 A‘yan al-‘Asr wa A‘wan al-Nasr*« ed. Ali Abu Zayd et al.« Dar al-Fikr al-Mu‘asir«
1st ed.« (Beirut — 2000.(

** *Al-Ayni¢ Badr al-Din Mahmud ibn Ahmad al-*Ayni** (d. 855 AH /1451 AD.(

“* VVIqd al-Juman fi Tarikh Ahl al-Zaman*« ed. ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-Tantawi« al-Zahra’
lil-I‘lam al-‘Arabi« 1st ed.< (Cairo — 1988.(

** *Al-Qalgashandi« Ahmad ibn “Ali al-Qalgashandi** (d. 821 AH / 1418 AD.(

* YASubh al-A‘sha fi Sina‘at al-Insha’*< ed. Muhammad Husayn Shams al-Din¢ Dar al-
Kutub al-‘Arabiyya« (Beirut — n.d.(.

** *|bn Kathir< Isma‘il ibn Kathir al-Dimashqi** (d. 774 AH / 1372 AD.(

* . Y4Al-Bidaya wa al-Nihaya*«ed. Ali Shiri< Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-*Arabi« (Beirut —
1988.(

** *Al-Magrizi« Taqi al-Din Ahmad ibn “Ali al-Misri** (d. 854 AH / 1450 AD.(

* .Y+ Al-Suluk li-Ma‘rifat Duwal al-Muluk*« ed. Sa‘id ‘Abd al-Fattah ‘Ashur¢ (Cairo —
1971.(

* YYAI-Mawa‘iz wa al-I‘tibar bi-Dhikr al-Khitat wa al-Athar*« ed. Ayman Fu’ad Sayyid«
Al-Furgan Islamic Heritage Foundation« (London — 2013.(

** *Al-Nuwayri« Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Nuwayri** (d. 733 AH /
1332 AD.(
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* YYNihayat al-Arab fi Funun al-Adab*« Kastastomas Press & Co.« Ministry of Culture
and Guidance: (Cairo — n.d.(.

** *Al-Yafi‘ic ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Ali ibn As‘ad ibn Salman** (d. 768 AH / 1366 AD.(

* YYMir’at al-Jinan wa ‘Ibrat al-Yaqzan fi Ma‘rifat ma Yu‘tibar min Hawadith al-
Zaman*« Nizamiyya Press¢ (India — 1997.(
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