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Funeral rulings in the Three Monotheistic Religions (A Comparative Study)
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Abstract

Funeral customs are among the most significant practices that reflect
religious and spiritual beliefs in human life. This study aims to compare
funeral traditions in Judaism¢ Christianityc and Islam by highlighting
similarities and differences in rituals< from the moment of death to burial and
mourning ceremonies.

In Judaism« the emphasis is placed on ritual purity through washing the body
and burying it quickly in a simple grave« avoiding any delay or display of
luxury. In Christianity« practices vary across denominations¢ but they often
include prayers« liturgy« and seeking mercy for the deceased. Coffins are
widely used« along with religious symbols such as the cross and hymns. In
Islam« rituals are marked by simplicity« focusing on washing« shrouding«
funeral prayer« and burial facing the gibla< while stressing supplication and
forgiveness for the deceased:« with rejection of excessive displays.

The comparison reveals that although these three religions differ in theology
and ritual details« they converge in their perception of burial as a return to
earth and a transition to another life. They also emphasize respect for the
deceased« maintaining purity and human dignity. Furthermore« funeral rites
reflect a strong social dimension« serving as occasions for solidarity and
condolences within the community.
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Thus¢ despite their diverse forms¢< funeral customs remain a mirror of
humanity’s understanding of death and the afterlife.

Keywords: funerals, Judaism, Christianity , Islam .
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