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Sociology of Language and Cultural Symbols
A Sociological Approach to Culture and Linguistic Differentiation
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Imam Al-Kadhim College (PBUH) / Wasit Departments
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Abstract

Language is a fundamental pillar in building society. It is the vessel
of culture, the tool of communication, and the medium of interaction. Hence,
the research problem arises in questioning how language contributes to
establishing human and social communication and the nature of its
relationship with culture, in addition to linguistic distinctions, which
produces cultural diversity. Therefore, the importance of this research lies in
revealing the dialectical relationship between language and culture from a
sociological perspective and demonstrating the role of language in shaping
affiliations and identities. The researcher used the qualitative approach to
analyze the facts, and the research reached the most important conclusions:
linguistic pluralism and cultural symbols can be a source of cultural richness
and social diversity if recognized and supported in educational and
administrative policies. However, they may lead to social conflicts if
associated with marginalization and exclusion. Language is not merely a
means of communication; it is a cultural symbol that reflects the values,
beliefs, and social structure of society. Language and cultural symbols are
closely linked to the reproduction of social hierarchy and the distinction
between different groups within society.
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