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Multilingualism in the Fatimid State: Its Implications for Administration
and Cultural Communication (297-567AH /909-1171AD)

Asst.Lect.Sabreen Kareem Abd
University of Wasit,College of Education for Human
Sciences/Department of History

sabreen]1()0@uowasit.edu.iq

Abstract:

Multilingualism was one of the prominent civilizational features that
distinguished the Fatimid state, particularly in light of its vast geographical
expanse and the diversity of its population and cultural components.Multiple
languages coexisted within the state, foremost among them Arabic, which
functioned as the official language of administration, judiciary, and
education, alongside local languages such as Amazigh,Coptic, and others,
which were employed in social and everyday communication within the
provinces.This linguistic diversity was reflected in the administrative
structure of the state, as it contributed to a degree of flexibility in provincial
governance and enhanced communication between the central authority
and local communities.

Moreover,multilingualism played a significant role in stimulating cultural
and intellectual activity and in supporting the transmission of knowledge and
the exchange of expertise among various urban centers.Multilingualism thus
constituted an effective administrative and cultural instrument that
contributed to consolidating political stability,strengthening civilizational
interaction, and shaping the cultural identity of the Fatimid state.An analysis
of this phenomenon aids in understanding the mechanisms of Fatimid
governance and its role in managing diversity and building institutions
capable of accommodating difference and achieving social and cultural
cohesion across the various regions under its rule.

Keywords: Multilingualism, Fatimid state, administration, culture,
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