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Abstract

Political anxiety is a psychological response resulting from a feeling of
threat arising from political events and the unpredictability of what will
happen in the future. Political anxiety leads to psychological problems such
as lack of sleep and quick temper . A low level of political anxiety is
positively related to an individual's perception of a low level of corruption
within state institution. In other words, the voters perception of corrupt
intention increases whenever he believes that others are driven by social
hegemony, while a low level of perception of corrupt intention indicates a
high level of moral commitment in society .

The current research aimed at the followings:

1. Measuring political anxiety among voters.

2. Comparing political anxiety levels according to gender (male-female) and
educational achievement (high school-graduate).

3. Measuring perceptions of candidates' corrupt intentions.

4. The comparison in perceiving the corrupt intention of candidates
according to the variables of gender (male - female) and educational
achievement (preparatory - bachelor’s degrees).

5. Identifying the correlation between political anxiety and the perception of
candidates' corrupt intentions.

To achieve these objectives, the researcher developed two research
instruments: (political anxiety and perception of corrupt intentions). After
ensuring the validity of the psychometric properties, the researcher applied
the instruments to a sample of (400) voters. The voters were selected using
stratified random sampling in the Al-Aziziyah district of Wasit Governorate.
After statistically processing the data, the research yielded the following
results:

1. The research sample is characterized by political anxiety which consists of
two areas: the feeling of threat and uncertainty.

2. There are no statistically significant differences in the feeling of threat
with respect to the gender variable, while there are statistically significant
differences according to the educational achievement variable (preparatory -
bachelor's degrees) in favor of the bachelor's degree. Regarding the
uncertainty domain, there are statistically significant differences with respect
to the gender variable (male - female) in favor of males, and there are also
statistically significant differences according to the achievement variable
(preparatory - bachelor's degrees) in favor of the bachelor's degree.
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3. The research sample exhibits a perception of the candidates' corrupt

intentions.

4. There are statistically significant differences in the perception of the
candidates' corrupt intentions based on gender (male-female), favoring
males. There are also statistically significant differences based on
educational achievement (high school diploma-bachelor's degrees), favoring

bachelor's degree holders.

5. There is a positive relationship between political anxiety, in its two
independent dimensions (feeling threatened and uncertainty), and the

perception of candidates' corrupt intentions.

Based on the research findings, the researcher developed a set of proposals
and recommendations.

Keywords: (Political anxiety, voters, Intention, perception of corrupt
intention, candidates).
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