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Research Abstract

Following technological advancements in print and electronic journalism,
and the transition from paper-based formats to digital environments,
journalistic content is now produced and distributed via websites—either
alongside print versions or as digital-only publications. This evolution has
further progressed to include delivery through smart applications operating
across various platforms. While this shift has enabled media to transcend
geographical boundaries and overcome the constraints of time and space to
reach a broader audience, it has simultaneously introduced new challenges
regarding the maintenance and adaptation of journalistic layout to suit the
specific technical characteristics of each operating system.

Research Objectives and Scope This research examines journalistic content
on websites and its layout reflections within smart applications. It analyzes
the design variations that occur when content is presented across different
operating systems, such as Android and iOS. The study explores the
technical and design requirements imposed by these systems and how they
influence content display, visual structure, and interaction mechanisms.
Furthermore, the research aims to reveal how these differences impact the
reception, understanding, and comprehension of news, while highlighting the
role of smart apps as active media intermediaries in reshaping layout
templates through typographic and graphic elements.

Significance of the Study The importance of this research lies in its novelty
and the scarcity of Arabic studies addressing the relationship between
journalistic content and layout design within smart application environments.
It serves as a scientific contribution to the Arabic academic library and an
essential reference for researchers and postgraduate students in media and
digital journalism.

Methodology and Sampling The researcher employed a descriptive-
analytical comparative approach, focusing on visual layout elements
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across three news platforms. A purposive sample was selected from
prominent Arabic news organizations known for their multi-platform
presence on Android and 10S:

o Al-Mada (Iraq)
o Asharq Al-Awsat
« Youm?7 (Egypt)

The study involved daily monitoring of a single news item across both
websites and applications over a two-month period (December 10, 2024 —
February 10, 2025), using specific layout criteria for comparison.

Key Findings The results indicated the superiority of Al-Mada newspaper
in content presentation across its platforms, as it achieved an optimal balance
between aesthetic appeal and readability. This was followed by Asharq Al-
Awsat, which prioritized visual comfort. Youm?7 ranked third, relying
primarily on color-based attraction. The study also noted minor layout
variations dictated by the specific requirements of the different operating
systems.

Keywords:

Journalistic Content, Electronic Websites, Press Layout, Smart Applications
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