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Tactics and strategies of persuasive political discourse (based on Donald
Trump's speech on "'withdrawal from the Iran nuclear agreement™)
Prof. Dr. Jasim Muna Arif

Baghdad University, college of Languages

Abstract: Political discourse is a prominent area of study in contemporary
linguistics, combining linguistic-pragmatic and political dimensions, and
playing a significant role in influencing public opinion and shaping the
attitudes and behavior of its audiences. This type of discourse relies on a
system of implicit ideologies employed to achieve influence and persuasion,
serving communicative and political objectives.

This study aims to uncover these ideologies, embodied in communicative
strategies and linguistic techniques. One method of analyzing them is
examining the persuasive power inherent in the discourse. The political
context, being one of the most dynamic and complex, necessitates particular
attention to the details and nuances of communication. Therefore, analyzing
the implicit ideologies that permeate political discourse and evaluating their
impact on public opinion is a fundamental task for researchers.
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The study sample consists of the speeches of US President Donald Trump,
which serve as a model of contemporary political discourse due to their
extensive use of communicative strategies and linguistic techniques. This
research employs a pragmatic-pragmatic approach to political discourse
analysis, viewing discourse as a communicative practice rooted in its social
and political context. It focuses on the relationship between the linguistic
structure of the discourse and the speaker's communicative objectives.

This work draws upon theoretical frameworks that address communication
strategies in modern linguistic studies, benefiting from the contributions of
prominent Russian researchers such as A.A. Shigal, A.B. Chudinov, B.
Choz, A.A. Sternin, and others who laid the foundations for cognitive
linguistics and discourse theory. These scholars emphasized the relationship
between language and power, and the argumentative-pragmatic strategies
that contribute to shaping political positions and persuading the public.

The study's findings reveal that this discourse relied on a range of
communicative strategies to achieve influence and persuasion, most notably
the ascending, descending, and demonstrative strategies. Furthermore, it
utilized several linguistic devices to support these strategies, such as
repetition, simplified language, conditional clauses, and the use of numbers
and statistics, in addition to constructing a binary polarization between "us"
and "them."

Keywords: Political discourse, communication strategies, rhetorical styles,
pragmatics, discourse analysis.
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"The Ilran deal was one of the worst and most one—sided deals the United

States has ever entered info,” he said.
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"a terrible one—sided deal that should never have been made"
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“Iran is the world’s leading state sponsor of terrorism”
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“Iran is a corrupt dictatorship that brings death and destruction”.
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CMEPHLb U PA3PYULICHUE ».
[https://www.gazeta.ru/politics /news/2018/05/17/n_11547787.shtml?utm_a

uth=false]
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“The United States no longer makes empty threats.”
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“If the regime continues its nuclear aspirations, it will have bigger

problems than it has ever had before.”
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“If | had allowed this deal to stand there would soon be a nuclear

arms race in the Middle East.”
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“The Iranian people are the rightful heirs to a rich culture and an

ancient land.”
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“When | make promises, | keep them.”
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"Iran's leadership, accusing it of sowing chaos, death, and destruction in
the Middle East’
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- “We will be instituting the highest level of economic sanction.”
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- “We will protect America’s security.”
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