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e Abstract:
Impact on community security. It argues that the erosion of centralized
leadership and the fragmentation of decision-making have weakened
institutional legitimacy and facilitated the rise of parallel, non-state
forms of authority and social control. Employing an analytical-
institutional framework, the research explores the relationship
between leadership, legitimacy, and state cohesion, with particular
attention to the October 2019 protest movement as a critical moment
revealing the depth of state—society disconnection. The study
concludes that sustainable community security in Iraq is inseparable
from reconstructing political leadership within- a nationally
representative institutional framework capable of restoring public
trust.
o Key words: Political leadership, Authority vacuum, Community
security, Iraqi state, Political elites, Governance crisis, Leadership
decay, Post-2003 Irag.
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