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The Soviet Union's stance on the Somali revolution and its stages of
development,1978 - 1969
A.P.D. Thamer Muhammad Hameed Hussein

Modern and Contemporary History
Ministry of Education/General Directorate of Education in Anbar

Governorate

Abstract:

The research addressed the Soviet Union's stance on the Somali Revolution
and its stages of development from Y414to YAVA whose geopolitical
repercussions constituted a pivotal chapter in the history of the Cold War.
The research touched upon the Somali Revolution led by Mohamed Siad
Barre in Y314, On October Y)Y, Y414, Brigadier General Mohamed Siad
Barre led a bloodless military coup (later called a revolution) following the
assassination of President Abdirashid Ali Sharmarke. It also reviewed the
new ideological orientation, as the Supreme Revolutionary Council declared
the adoption of scientific socialism as the state's approach, while taking into
account the Somali Islamic particularity. The revolution focused on
rapprochement with the Soviet Union, aiming to achieve economic
development through nationalization and expansion of the public sector, as
well as eliminating tribalism and developing the Somali language.

The research dealt with the Soviet Union’s position on the revolution and
the stages of the development of relations. It showed how the Soviet Union
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rushed to recognize the new regime, considering Somalia a strategic ally that
gave it a foothold at the entrance to the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean. The
stages of the development of relations were the founding and momentum
stage YVv£-1414 which witnessed the flow of Soviet military and technical
aid through massive support for building the Somali army to become one of
the strongest armies in the region, and the maturity stage, as relations
reached their peak with the signing of the Treaty of Friendship and
Cooperation in Y4V<¢ under which the Soviets obtained military facilities in
the strategic port of Berbera in exchange for continued military and
economic support, and the stage of hidden tension that began with the rise of
the Marxist regime in Ethiopia in Y4V¢, as the Soviets found themselves
facing the dilemma of reconciling two rival allies in one region.

The research addressed the Soviet Union’s position on the Somali-Ethiopian
War of YaVA-YavY(the Ogaden War). This war was the turning point that
ended the Soviet-Somali alliance and led to the Soviets siding with Ethiopia.
The Soviets initially tried to play the role of mediator, but with Siad Barre’s
insistence on annexing the Ogaden region, the Soviet Union decided to fully
side with Ethiopia, as the Ethiopian regime was more significant and
important to it. The Soviet Union provided enormous logistical support to
Ethiopia, including Soviet advisors and Cuban forces, which led to the defeat
of the Somali army.

In response to this situation, Siad Barre tore up the friendship treaty in
November Y4VV, expelled Soviet experts, and closed military bases, after
which Somalia turned towards the Western camp.

Keywords: Somalia, the Soviet Union, Siad Barre, the revolution, Ethiopia.
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