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The Concept of Media and Media Documentation and Their Impact on
Historical Utilization: Iraq as a Model
Abbas Adnan Alawi Jawad
Abbas.Ad@uowasit.edu.iq
Prof. Dr. Rahim Kadhim Mohammed Al-Hashimi
rkadhum@uowasit.edu.iq
University of Wasit / College of Education for Human Sciences
Abstract:

This research aims to study the concept of media and media
documentation and demonstrate their impact on historical application. It
does so by analyzing the complementary relationship between media, as a
means of transmitting information and influencing public opinion, and
media documentation, as a scientific tool for preserving and systematically
recording events and facts. The first section of the research addresses the
concept of media linguistically and technically, clarifying its various
connotations related to informing, disseminating, and spreading knowledge,
as well as its role in shaping societal awareness. The second section focuses
on media documentation as an extension of the development of information
preservation methods, from oral tradition to modern digital media. It also
examines its impact on shaping historical memory, particularly in Iraq,
where various media outlets have contributed to documenting political and
social events and transforming them into historical material suitable for
study and analysis. The third section was dedicated to studying the use of
historical narratives in Iragi media through the lens of documentary talk
shows, particularly the program "Special Testimonies." This program
represented a prominent media experiment in documenting firsthand
accounts from individuals who lived through pivotal events in contemporary
Iragi history, contributing to the reconstruction of collective memory and
enhancing historical understanding among the public.

The research concluded that the media is no longer merely a conduit for
events, but has become a key partner in shaping, interpreting, and
documenting them. Furthermore, media documentation serves as an
effective tool for preserving and reproducing historical memory, thereby
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contributing to the development of historical awareness and the
strengthening of cultural identity within societies.
Keywords: Media concept, media documentation, historical application.
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